11  The State and the pressure groups

Essays

Can any single model be satisfactorily applied to relations between interest groups and the state in France?
To what does confrontation routinely characterise relations between interest groups and the state in France?
Why are French interest groups so fragmented?

Websites

The peak government body charged with interest group representation within the state is the Conseil Economique et Social
(http://www.conseil-economique-et-social.fr).

The Labour and Social Affairs Ministry, with (comparatively) recent labour and strike statistics available, is at
http://www.social.gouv.fr/.

Almost all interest groups set up a website as a matter of course. Most of those mentioned in this chapter, where they have not
disbanded, are listed below.

Trade Unions

Confédération Frangaise Démocratique du Travail (CFDT) http://www.cfdt.fr/

Confédération Frangaise des Travailleurs Chrétiens (CFTC) http://www.cftc.fr/

Confédération Générale des Cadres (CGC) http://www.cfecgc.org/

Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT) http://www.cgt.fr/internet/
Confédération Nationale du Travail (CNT) http://www.cnt-f.org/

Union Nationale des Syndicats Autonomes (UNSA) http://www.unsa.org/

Fédération Syndicale Unitaire (FSU) http://www.fsu-fp.org/

Force QOuvriere (FO) http://www.force-ouvriere.fr/

Solidaires, Unitaires, et Démocratiques (SUD) Several sites divided by sector, including

http://www.sudptt.fr/, http://www.sud-etudiant.org/,
http://www.sudeducation.org/, and http://www.sud-

medias.org/

Farmers’ Unions

Fédération Nationale des Syndicats d’Exploitants Agricoles (FNSEA)  http://www.fnsea.fr/

Confédération Paysanne http://www.confederationpaysanne.fr/
Centre Nationale des Jeunes Agriculteurs http://www.cnja.com/sites/jaweb/
Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture http://paris.apca.chambagri.fr/

Business Organisations

Mouvement des Entreprises de France (MEDEF) http://www.medef.fr/

Assemblée des Chambres Francaises de Commerce et d’Industrie http://www.acfci.cci.fr/




Confédération Générale des Petites et Moyennes Entreprises
CID-UNATI

Union Nationale de la Propriété Immobiliere

Fédération Nationale des Agents Immobiliers

Medecine

Ordre des Médecins

Meédecins sans Frontiéres

Meédecins du Monde

Education

Fédération Syndicale Unitaire (FSU)

Union Nationale des Parents de I’Enseignement Libre (UNAPEL)
Union Nationale des Etudiants Francais (UNEF)
Anti-Racism, Human Rights

Mouvement Contre le Racisme et Pour I’Amitié Entre les Peuples
(MRAP)

Ligue des Droits de I’Homme
Ras I’Front

SOS-Racisme

http://www.cgpme.org/

http://cidunati.online.fr/

http://www.unpi.org/

http://www.fnaim.fr/

http://www.conseil-national.medecin.fr

http://www.msf.fr/

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/

http://www.fsu-fp.org/

http://www.apel.asso.fr/

http://www.unef.fr/

http://www.mrap.asso.fr/

http://www.ldh-france.org/

http://www.raslfront.org/

http://www.sos-racisme.org/

(http://www.vidonne.com/html/fn.html includes a good bank of quotations from FN leaders.)

Defence of the Unemployed, Homeless, and Excluded
Agir Ensemble Contre le Chémage

Emmals

Droit au Logement

Women’s Organisations

Chiennes de Garde

Ni Putes, Ni Soumises

Regionalists

Union Démocratique Bretonne

Union Nationale Corse

http://www.ac.eu.org/

http://www.emmaus.asso.fr/

http://www.globenet.org/dal/

http://www.chiennesdegarde.org/

http://www.niputesnisoumises.com/

http://www.udb-bzh.net/

http://www.unita-naziunale.org/




Gays

Act-Up Paris http://www.actupparis.org/auppage02.html

Gay-Lib (right-wing group linked to UMP)? http://www.gay-lib.org/

Magistrates

Syndicat de la Magistrature http://www.syndicat-magistrature.org/

12 Paris and the provinces: the post-Jacobin State
Essays

“The French local government system manages to combine the disadvantages of excessive localism with those of excessive
centralisation.” Discuss.

To what extent should French decentralisation since 1983 be viewed as unfinished business?

If the French system remains a relatively centralised one by European standards, why do so many leading French politicians hold
local or regional offices?

Websites
The Interior Ministry’s regular guide Les Collectivités Locales en Chiffres,

(http://www.dgcl.interieur.gouv.fr/donneeschiffrees/pages_accueil/accueil donnees cadrage.htm), offers details on the
numbers and sizes of France’s local authorities, and on their budgets.

Association des Maires de France http://www.amf.asso.fr/

Association des Maires de Grandes Villes de France http://www.grandesvilles.org/

Association des Petites Villes de France http://www.apvf.asso.fr/

Association des Régions de France http://www.arf.asso.fr/

Assemblée des Départements de France http://www.departement.org/Jahia/pid/658
Institut de la Décentralisation http://www.idecentralisation.asso.fr/

The Groupement de Recherches sur I’Administration Locale en Europe (GRAL) has an important website at http://grale.univ-
parisl.fr/presentation/reseau.htm

Sites of many of France’s 36,000 communes can be accessed via http://www.communes-de-france.com/, and those of the
départements and regions through http://www.conseil-general.com/.

13 French justice and the elusive Etat de droit

Essays

To what extent, and in what ways, has French politics become ‘judicialised’ since 19707
How far can contemporary France be viewed as an Etat de droit?

What are the functions of the Constitutional Council, and how effectively does it fulfil them?
Websites

European Court of Justice http://europa.eu.int/institutions/court/index_en.htm




European Court of Human Rights http://www.echr.coe.int/echr

Conseil Constitutionnel http://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/
Conseil d’Etat http://www.conseil-etat.fr

Cour des Comptes http://www.ccomptes.fr/

Conseil Supérieur de la Magistrature http://www.conseil-superieur-magistrature.fr/
Médiateur de la République http://www.mediateur-republique.fr

Cour de Cassation http://www.courdecassation.fr

Syndicat de la Magistrature http://www.syndicat-magistrature.org/

14  France and European Integration

Essays

How far has France furthered European integration?

Compare and contrast the results of France’s European referendums of 1992 and 2005.

How far has France’s commitment to European integration represented a strategy for managing a resurgent post-war Germany?
‘A strong Europe with weak institutions’. How accurately is this view of France’s ideal Europe?

Analyse the strengths and weakness of France’s procedures for making and implementing European policy.

Websites

Europa (http://europa.eu.int) is the portal for websites connected to the European Union

Eurobarometer (http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/standard_en.htm) is the indispensable source of EU-wide opinion polls.

News and debate on the EU are available on http://www.euractiv.com.

Neither France’s European Affairs Ministry nor the SGAE has a website of its own.

15  Conclusion

Essays

What are the reasons for the social and political malaise that many observers have detected in France since the 1980s?
How well adapted are France’s institutions to the requirements of the twenty-first century?

Websites

The World Trade Organisation is at http://www.wto.org/.

Forbes Magazine lists can be accessed via http://www.forbes.com/.




