
Yugoslavia and the emergence of authoritarian regimes in Serbia, Belarus and, for a
while, Ukraine. On the other hand, some of the new states looked to closer association
with NATO and the European Union as a means of avoiding any possibility of a
return to ideologically based dictatorship, whether of the communist left or of a reborn
far right. The development of democracy in Eastern Europe has also led to a revival
of the term ‘totalitarian’ to describe the pre-1989 regimes – now consigned to the
past, to be examined as history.

By the millennium, dictatorship was being seen in Europe as a thing of the past.
Many political theorists were referring to the ‘end of ideology’ and, in view of the
end of the Cold War and the growth of European integration, some were even
anticipating the ‘end of history’. The twenty-first century is likely to prove both
assertions rash. The seeds of many twentieth-century developments were sown in the
1890s. The 1990s could have been similarly productive and it remains to be seen
whether dictatorship will be able to regenerate in the future.
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