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The Masculine Gender Identity Scale for Females (MGIS; Blanchard & Freund, 1983) was developed to measure "masculinity" occurring in homosexual females. Masculine gender identity in females was conceived as a continuous variable, inferable from the extent of an individual's departure from the usual female pattern of behavior toward the pattern typical of female‑to‑male transsexuals.


The MGIS was developed as a companion instrument to the Feminine Gender Identity Scale for Males (FGIS; Freund, Langevin, Satterberg, & Steiner, 1977; Freund, Nagler, Langevin, Zajac, & Steiner, 1974). The FGIS is presented elsewhere in this volume in the article by Freund and Blanchard; differences between the gender identity scales and conventional masculinity‑femininity scales are also discussed there.

Description

The MGIS is a self‑administered, multiple‑choice questionnaire measure. It includes two subscales. The 20 items of Part A mainly concern the examinee's childhood preference for female versus male playmates, games, and toys; the predilection for stereotypically masculine household chores; childhood fantasies of adult pursuits commonly associated with the male or female sex; and the frequency of frank cross‑gender wishes at various ages. Part A may be administered to any female over the age of 17. Part B consists mostly of items concerning cross‑dressing and erotic preferences presupposing homosexuality. This subscale, which includes nine items, is only appropriate for homosexual females.


Scale development for both parts was conducted using all‑female samples. The initial item pool for Part A was administered to 236 heterosexuals, 44 homosexuals who did not desire sex‑change surgery (simple homosexuals), and 50 homosexuals who did (female‑to‑male transsexuals). From an initial pool of 25 items, those 20 were retained whose part‑remainder correlations were greater than or equal to .30. The item pool for Part B was administered only to the 94 homosexual subjects. Because none of the nine items in the pool had a part‑remainder correlation less than .30, all were retained.
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