Causal Attribution for Coital Orgasm Scale
__________________________________________________________________PRIVATE 


Joseph W. Critelli,
 North Texas State University


Charles F. Bridges, Terrell State Hospital, Terrell, Texas


Victor E. Loos, Galveston Family Institute
The Causal Attribution for Coital Orgasm Scale is designed to evaluate causal attributions for orgasm and nonorgasm during sexual intercourse.

Description
This scale was developed to evaluate attributions of coital outcomes, along the two major attributional dimensions identified by Weiner (1979; Weiner & Kukla, 1970): internal versus external, and stable versus unstable. The scale uses a paired comparison forced‑choice format as suggested by McMahan (1973), Weiner, Nierenberg, and Goldstein (1976), and Girodo, Dotzenroth, and Stein (1981). The labels in the questionnaire were judged to translate most adequately Weiner’s notions of ability (internal‑stable), effort (internal‑unstable), task difficulty (external‑stable), and luck (external‑unstable). For both orgasmic and nonorgasmic coital outcomes, subjects are presented with every possible pairing of causal attributions. With four attributional categories (internal‑stable, internal‑unstable, external‑stable, external‑unstable), this yields two sets of six forced‑choice options. Whether respondents refer to simultaneous clitoral stimulation does not seem to affect causal attributions (Loos, Bridges, & Critelli, 1987). The scale is designed for use with women who have had at least 15 coital contacts and have experienced coital orgasm at least one time.
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