Risk Behavior Assessment

_____________________________________________________________ 
Dennis G. Fisher,1 Lucy E. Napper, and Grace L. Reynolds, California State University, Long Beach

Mark E. Johnson, University of Alaska, Anchorage 

The instrument was developed to document behaviors that put individuals at risk for infection with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). A companion instrument, the Risk Behavior Follow-up Assessment (RBFA), is available in 3-month and 6-month versions. The RBA-RBFA system was originally designed to measure intervention effects in the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) Cooperative Agreement for HIV/AIDS Community-Based Outreach/Intervention Research program (CA).

Description

The instrument was developed by the Community Research Branch of NIDA along with principal investigators in the NIDA CA. The original RBA was revised twice with the final version consisting of the following sections: preliminary data, such as ID number, and interview date and time (Section P); demographics (A); drug use (B); C is only for those respondents who have injected drugs in the 30 days prior to interview (C); recent drug use in the last 48 hours (D); drug treatment history (E); sexual risk behavior with separate subsections for men who have sex with men, men who have sex with women, men who have sex with both men and women, women who have sex with women, women who have sex with men, and women who have sex with both men and women (F); sex trading (G); health-related conditions (H); arrest and incarceration (I); economic questions (J); and interviewer’s impressions of interviewee’s understanding, honesty, and accuracy (K). 
Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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