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Sexual coercion sometimes includes violence and physical force, and in an intimate relationship also may include subtle tactics, such as emotional manipulation. Because relationship partners have a vested interest in each other, one might expect that sexual coercion is sometimes achieved by more subtle manipulations. We developed the Sexual Coercion in Intimate Relationships Scale (SCIRS) to assess the prevalence and severity of varied forms of sexual coercion in relationships. 
Although other measures of sexual coercion exist, we developed the SCIRS to address limitations of these measures. Previous measures assess the lifetime occurrence of sexually coercive acts but not the frequency and severity of these acts. Also, because some measures of sexual coercion assess lifetime experience with sexual coercion, they cannot differentiate sexual coercion by an intimate partner and, for example, molestation experienced in childhood. Finally, although some measures of sexual coercion include assessments of threats as coercive tactics, they are not able to differentiate types of threats (e.g., threats of physical harm, threats to terminate the relationship).

Description

The 34 SCIRS items assess communicative tactics, such as hinting and subtle manipulations, in addition to tactics such as use of force. The SCIRS assesses use of psychological and behavioral tactics of sexual coercion, such as threats, withholding of resources, and violence. The SCIRS also assesses the use of tactics that range in subtlety. 

The SCIRS uses a 6-point scale to assess how often in the past month each of 34 acts has occurred in the participant’s relationship. Values are: 0 = Act did not occur, 1 = Act occurred 1 time, 2 = Act occurred 2 times, 3 = Act occurred 3 to 5 times, 4 = Act occurred 6 to 10 times, 5 = Act occurred 11 or more times. A male version of the SCIRS assesses men’s self-reports of their own sexually coercive behaviors, whereas a female version assesses women’s reports of their partner’s sexually coercive behaviors. 

Studies using the SCIRS have secured data primarily from heterosexual young adults (mean age 24 years) residing in North America. 

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
Fisher, T. D., Davis, C. M., Yarber, W. L., & Davis, S. L. (2010). Handbook of 
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