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The Juvenile Love Scale: A Child’s Version of the Passionate Love Scale
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Hatfield and Walster (1978) defined passionate love as “a state of intense longing for union with another.” Reciprocation is “associated with fulfillment and ecstasy,” whereas unrequited love is “associated with emptiness, anxiety, or despair (p. 9).” Though the Passionate Love Scale (PLS) for adults has been used for several decades (Hatfield, Rapson, & Martel, 2007), it was not until 1983 that we developed a companion scale to measure passionate love in young children and adolescents. Because passionate love has been described as “puppy love,” “lovesickness,” and “infatuation” (labels all ideologically associated with young love), it seems to be specifically relevant to measure this concept in younger age groups. The Juvenile Love Scale (JLS) is an exact equivalent of the PLS. (A detailed description of the PLS is provided elsewhere in this volume.) The JLS taps cognitive, emotional, and behavioral indicants of “desire for union.”
Description
The JLS is designed to measure passionate love in children from 3 to 18 years of age. The JLS, like the PLS, comes in a short form (15 items) and a long form (30 items). Researchers have used two techniques in administering the JLS, depending on the age of the participants.

If children are 3 to 7. The first step in administering the JLS is to make sure the children understand the concepts of boyfriend and girlfriend (almost all do), the 15 or 30 test items (almost all do), and how to use the response scale.
The response scale is explained first. Essentially, one wants to teach children that when the experimenter makes a statement, they can indicate how much they agree via a 9-point scale. This is done in the following way: Children are shown a large “ruler” with dimensions of 4 × 20 inches. It is divided into nine blocks. The first block is labeled (1) agree very little. The last block is labeled (9) agree very much. The experimenter then conducts several tests to teach children how to respond via the scale. (For a more detailed example, see Hatfield, Schmitz, Cornelius, & Rapson, 1988.) 
After it has been confirmed that children understand and can use the scale, the experimenter then proceeds to administer the JLS. Researchers, such as Greenwell (1983), have found that even children as young as 3 or 4 years of age have no trouble understanding this scale. (For more information on these procedures, see Greenwell, 1983.)

If children are older. Once children are 7 or 8 years old, one can simply follow the same procedure used in administering the PLS to older adolescents and adults.

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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