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The purpose of the Sexual Consent Scale, Revised (SCS-R; Humphreys, 2004; Humphreys & Brousseau, in press; Humphreys & Herold, 2007) is to assess attitudes and behaviors about the negotiation of sexual consent between sexual partners. This scale was normed on heterosexual undergraduate students at three universities.

Description

The SCS was initially developed using semistructured focus group interviews with university students to gain an initial understanding of the key themes regarding sexual consent negotiations. These themes were then translated into Likert-type items for the quantitative survey. Use of focus groups prior to developing the survey instrument improved the phrasing and relevance of the items, as well as ensuring adequate coverage of the topic area. The original SCS (Humphreys & Herold, 2007) is a 35-item scale containing both attitude and behavior items, each with two subscales: Asking for consent first is important, Commitment reduces asking for consent, Consent discussions/awareness, and Consent is negotiated once, respectively.

The Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB; Ajzen, 1985, 2001, 2005) was used to redesign the original sexual consent scale to maximize its use as a predictive tool. Additional items were added to the SCS to ensure adequate coverage of the three predictors of behavioral intent in the TPB (i.e., attitude toward the action, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control).
The SCS-R is a 40-item, self-report questionnaire that is answered using a 7-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree). Factor analysis with varimax rotation revealed four attitudinal subscales and two behavioral subscales. The four attitudinal subscales are Positive Attitude Towards Establishing Consent (9 items, M = 4.67), Lack of Perceived Behavioral Control (9 items, M = 3.18), Relationship Length Norms (5 items, M = 5.02), and (Pro) Assuming Consent (7 items, M = 3.08). The two behavioral subscales are Indirect Consent Behaviors (6 items, M = 4.97), and Awareness of Consent (4 items, M = 3.55). The final 40-item factor structure accounted for 48.7% of the variance (Humphreys & Brousseau, in press). 

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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