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HIV is increasing among children and adolescents in the United States with an estimate that at least one half of all new infections occur in people younger than 25 years of age (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2007). It is predicted that in the near future, all school professionals will have contact with at least one student who is infected or affected by the disease (Landau, Pryor, & Haefli, 1995). Education about prevention and how best to live with HIV-infected family members, friends, and co-workers, as well as how to deal with the disease if one is personally infected, is the key to disarming the devastating health effects of this disease and the stigma attached to it. Education at each school level (elementary, intermediate, and high school) has been recommended so that children can grow up knowing how to protect themselves. Yet researchers have indicated that children and adolescents continue to have many fears and questions about HIV/AIDS arising from a lack of education and from misunderstanding (Kistner et al., 1997; Steitz & Munn, 1993). Although the majority of states mandate HIV/AIDS education, and teachers indicate their support for it (Brucker & Hall, 1996), the implementation of HIV/AIDS education in the classroom is questionable (diMauro, 1989–1990). Researchers have shown that teachers at various levels and from various backgrounds may lack basic factual knowledge of the cause, transmission, and prevalence of HIV/AIDS or lack sufficient comfort to teach about this topic (Boscarino, & DiClemente, 1996; Dawson, Chunis, Smith, & Carboni, 2001).

Thus, the HIV/AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes Scales for Teachers were developed to serve as measurement instruments in determining teachers’ level of knowledge and attitudes toward HIV disease, in general, and specific educational issues. These scales can and have been used with pre-service education students, teachers in the field, and related professionals including school counselors (Costin, Page, Pietrzak, Kerr, & Symons, 2002; Singer, 1991). The data can be useful in designing college programs and in-service workshops to prepare more effective AIDS educators.

Description

The HIV/AIDS Knowledge Scale for Teachers consists of two parts. The first part, General Knowledge, includes 14 true-false items regarding the HIV-disease process (e.g., cause, symptoms, diagnosis, effects, treatment) and 4 true-false items specific to classroom issues. The second part, Likelihood of Transmission, contains 17 possible modes of HIV transmission. Thus, the entire knowledge scale contains 35 items.

The HIV/AIDS Attitudes Scale for Teachers contains 25 items regarding HIV/AIDS, persons with HIV/AIDS, and educational issues. The respondent indicates her or his attitudes using a 5-point Likert-type scale.

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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