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The Gay Peer Crowds Questionnaire (GPCQ) assesses self-identified gay men’s affiliations with distinct subgroups that may exist within the larger gay community. Peer crowds of interest include Activist, Artsy, Bear, Circuit Partier, Drag Queen, Goth, Granola, Leather Men, Muscle Boy, Professional, Suburban, and Twink. Men are asked to give their opinions on whether these crowds exist, rate their identification with each crowd, and indicate their primary affiliation. Additional information, such as the reputation and attractiveness of each crowd, is also assessed.

Description

The GPCQ is a 23-item self-report measure. The format of the GPCQ is based upon the Peer Crowds Questionnaire, a measure of adolescents’ peer crowd affiliations (La Greca, Prinstein, & Fetter, 2001; Mackey, & La Greca, 2006). To examine the existence of gay peer crowds, respondents are provided with descriptions of 12 key peer crowds and asked whether they believe that each group exists. For example, men are asked, “Is there a group of gay men who are boyish-looking, with a slim or athletic figure and little body hair (‘Bois/Twinks’)?” Response options include yes, no, and unsure. Respondents are also asked to provide other common names for each crowd and asked to list other adult gay peer crowds in an open-ended format (i.e., “What other adult gay peer crowds may exist?”). 

To examine the degree of identification with gay peer crowds, respondents are then asked to rate the degree to which they identify with 12 peer crowds on a 5-point Likert-type scale (1 = Not At All, 5 = Very Much). In addition, participants are asked, “Which one of these groups, if any, do you identify with?” Participants are also asked how other groups view the individual’s peer crowd on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = Very Disliked, 5 = Very Liked), whether others who are not in the group are able to identify the group (“Yes” or “No”), and whether there are symbols, behaviors, or values associated with the group (“Yes” or “No”). Affiliation with gay peer crowds is measured through five questions related to perception of peer crowds, and close social network ties to peer crowds (e.g., “Which group does your closest gay male friend (not including your partner) belong to,” “Which group are you most attracted to,” “Which group does your relationship partner belong to”).

Several steps were involved in developing the GPCQ. First, a preliminary list of gay subcommunities was generated from the limited empirical data available in this area (i.e., Clausell & Fiske, 2005; Peacock, Eyre, Quinn, & Kegeles, 2001). Next, this list was given to an informal focus group of gay men and to researchers who are experts in the area of psychological research and sexuality. Each person commented on the list by providing written descriptions of the peer crowds, listing other crowds that may exist, and providing general feedback. Descriptions from the focus group and researchers were combined with definitions provided by Peacock et al. (2001) to create the final list of gay peer crowds with their descriptions. 

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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