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The Partner Communication Scale (PCS) was developed to assess frequency of communicating about sexual topics with a male sex partner among African American adolescent females (Milhausen et al., 2007). 

Description

The PCS was developed as part of an NIMH-funded intervention grant (Milhausen et al., 2007). Domains pertinent to sexual communication were selected based on a review of the empirical literature. These were (a) pregnancy; (b) STDs; (c) HIV/AIDS; (d) condom use; and (e) partner’s sex history. Focus groups of African American adolescent females were conducted to verify that these topics were relevant in their sexual relationships. Thirty-six items were created to assess communication in these domains. Health educators assessed face validity of the items. The measure was pilot-tested on 15 African American adolescent females, 14 to 18 years of age. Based on their suggestions, items were revised to enhance reading comprehension. Items that were highly correlated and thought to assess the same construct, as well as items that decreased the Cronbach’s alpha below .90, were deleted, leaving a 5-item scale. Data from three studies were used to validate the measure (Milhausen et al., 2007).

Though the PCS was designed for, and validated with, samples of African American adolescent females, the items are likely more broadly applicable to individuals of other racial or ethnic backgrounds, other age groups, and, as well, to males.

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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