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Sexual polarity is defined as a sexual ideology (a) consisting of a more or less organized set of ideas about sexuality that orders information about the ideals and aspirations in a sexual world view; (b) polarizing into a left‑wing (naturalist) and a right‑wing (jehovanist) set of ideas; and (c) serving as a script, often shared by a community of believers, to interpret, to predict, to explain, to evaluate, or to control part, present, and future sexual scenes. The concepts of jehovanist and naturalist, introduced by Davis (1983), suggested the content of the items. Jehovanists believe that sex is dirty and aside from moderate intensity— marital coitus—threatens the dissolution of the individual(s self and the destruction of the social order. Naturalists are modernists who place sex into a nonsacred, biological context of natural behavior that occurs commonly in humans across cultures and in other species of animals.


The Sexual Polarity Scale (SPS), in addition, contains selected items from Tomkins( (1965) Polarity Scale (TPS). Tomkins (1965) defined ideology as (any organized set of ideas about which humans are most passionate and for which there is no evidence and about which they are least certain( (p. 78).  The left‑wing of the polarity, called humanist, is rooted in the view, introduced by Protagoras, of man as the measure of all things. The right‑wing of the polarity, called normative, is anchored to the Platonic conception of Ideas and Essences as the realm of reality and value. Humanists, who view people as basically good, view science as promoting human realization, government as promoting social welfare, and socialization as requiring unconditional love, sympathy, and play. Normatives, who view people as basically bad, view science as establishing truth, government as preserving law and order, and socialization as requiring conditional love to promote respect for rules and authority.

Description

The SPS consists of 30 forced‑choice items measuring the sexual polarity of jehovanist or the naturalist ideology and 30 selected forced‑choice items from the TPS measuring the polarity in world views of the normative or humanist ideology. The 60 items are randomly mixed. Thus, the scale measures a relative preference for a left‑wing world view (humanist ideology) and a left‑wing sexual ideology (naturalist) or a right‑wing world view (normative ideology) and a right‑wing sexual ideology (jehovanist).
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