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Sexual activity is often classified as wanted or unwanted, reflecting a unidimensional, dichotomous model of sexual wanting. In reality, individuals’ feelings about wanting or not wanting sex often are more complex (Muehlenhard & Peterson, 2005). The Sexual Wanting Questionnaire was developed to measure a new, more complex model of sexual wanting. The questionnaire measures sexual wanting taking into account the following: (a) multiple levels of wanting rather than a dichotomy, acknowledging that sex can be wanted and unwanted to varying degrees; (b) multiple dimensions of wanting, acknowledging that sex can be wanted in some ways and unwanted in other ways; (c) an act-consequences distinction, acknowledging that wanting or not wanting a sexual act differs from wanting or not wanting its consequences; and (d) a wanting-consenting distinction, acknowledging that wanting or not wanting sex differs from consenting or not consenting to sex (Peterson & Muehlenhard, 2007).

Description

The Wanting Questionnaire consists of 106 items assessing participants’ reasons for wanting or not wanting a particular sexual experience (e.g., respondents’ first sexual experience or most recent sexual experience). It measures reasons for wanting and not wanting the sexual act itself, the consequences of engaging in the sexual act, and the consequences of not engaging in the sexual act. Questionnaire items describe reasons for wanting or not wanting sex that relate to sexual arousal, morals and values, situational characteristics, social status, fear of pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections (STIs), and relationship concerns. 
The scale was developed and tested for use with college students, although it could be adapted for use with other populations. The scale has been used to measure the “wantedness” of college men’s and women’s first sexual intercourse (Muehlenhard, Peterson, MacPherson, & Blair, 2002) and the wantedness of college women’s experiences with consensual and nonconsensual sexual intercourse (Peterson & Muehlenhard, 2007).

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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