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The Nurses’ Attitudes about HIV/AIDS Scale (NAAS) is a paper and pencil test designed to assess nurses’ attitudes about People Living With HIV/AIDS (PLWHAs; homosexuals, intravenous drug users, and women), nursing care concerns, and societal/professional concerns. It is a 1997 revision of the original NAAS (Preston, Young, Koch, & Forti, 1995).

Suggested applications of the NAAS are: (a) as a descriptive tool to investigate HIV/AIDS-related attitudes in a variety of nursing populations, (b) as a means of describing models of nursing practice behavior related to PLWHAs, (c) as a means of predicting practice outcomes related to care of PLWHAs in varying nursing populations—specifically the use of Standard Precautions, (d) as a needs assessment for educational programming related to HIV/AIDS, and (e) as an evaluative tool to assess attitude change as the result of educational programming. In addition, adaption of the NAAS for use with other health care providers, that is, health educators, social workers, and physicians, is recommended.

Description

The scale is comprised of 45 items pertaining to Homosexuality (12 items), Women with HIV (4 items), I.V. Drug Abusers (9 items), Nursing Care Concerns (8 items), and Social/Professional Issues (12 items). The scale should be administered in its entirety and not as a series of subscales. We suggest that the items be randomly ordered to avoid response bias. 

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
Fisher, T. D., Davis, C. M., Yarber, W. L., & Davis, S. L. (2010). Handbook of 

Sexuality-Related Measures. New York: Routledge.
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