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The personality dimension of erotophobia–erotophilia is conceptualized as a learned disposition to respond to sexual stimuli with negative-to-positive affect and evaluation and is believed to determine avoidance or approach responses to sexual stimuli. The Sexual Opinion Survey (SOS) is a measure of this trait (Fisher, Byrne, White, & Kelley, 1988).

Description

The SOS (see Exhibit 1) consists of 21 items intended to assess affective and evaluative responses to sexual stimuli (autosexual, homosexual, heterosexual behavior; sexual fantasy; visual sexual stimuli). Each item depicts a sexual situation and an affective response to it; individuals are asked to indicate degree of agreement or disagreement with the statement (scale development is described in Fisher, 1998, and Fisher et al., 1988). Terminology in some items was updated by Fisher (1998) because some of the original wording was no longer in use or had changed meaning. Translations of the SOS into Hebrew, French, Finnish, German, Portuguese, and Japanese are available; recently, it has also been translated into Spanish (Sierra, Ortega, & Zubeidat, 2006) and Dutch (Dodge, Sandfort, Yarber, & de Wit, 2005). 

A short form of the SOS was developed by Semph (1979; see Exhibit 2) using five items established as strong predictors of full scale scores (e.g., Table 2, Sample 1: r = .84). A scale conceptually based on the SOS was designed for use with very young adolescent girls (Rye et al., 2008; see Exhibit 3) and highly correlated with the SOS in a sample of first-year university students (r = .74, n = 55).


Extensive construct validity for the SOS was reported by Fisher et al. (1988) and Fisher (1998); therefore, we will focus on literature published since 1998. The SOS has been used extensively with North American university students and has been used to assess erotophobia–erotophilia in university students in Australia (Beatson & Halloran, 2007), Israel (Birnbaum & Gillath, 2006), and the Netherlands (Dodge et al., 2005), as well as nonstudent populations including adult women (Graham, Sanders, & Milhausen, 2006), high-school men (Sierra et al., 2006), incarcerated men (Garland, Morgan, & Beer, 2005), women who have had an abortion and nonpregnant women at health clinics (Bradshaw & Slade, 2005), and users and nonusers of erotica (Lawyer, 2008). Normative data from these studies, when available, are summarized in Table 1; the current authors’ normative data are summarized in Table 2.

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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