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The Sexual Assault Treatment/Reporting Attitudes Survey is a 46-item survey designed to assess community attitudes on a variety of issues related to sexual assault. The survey consists of three sections: demographic data, sexual assault treatment and reporting attitudes, and vignette responses. 


The first section of the survey elicits demographic data. Participants are asked to report age, sex, income, education, and marital status. The second section of the survey examines attitudes related to decisions to report or seek treatment in cases of sexual assault. The survey addresses knowledge of both short- and long-term effects of rape and child sexual abuse, attitudes toward the need for treatment, preferences for who provides treatment, as well as expectations and fears related to entering the treatment process. In addition, concerns regarding the involvement of the judicial system and various social service agencies are addressed.   


The third section of the instrument is based on a prior survey (Howard, 1988). It consists of 10 vignettes, depicting either child molestation or rape. Three vignettes depict the sexual molestation of a female child; three, the sexual molestation of a male child; three, the rape of a female; and one vignette depicts the rape of a male by a stranger. Participants read each vignette and indicate whether a sexual assault has occurred, the need for treatment, type of treatment, and treatment source preferred. They also indicate the extent to which there is victim responsibility for the incident described using a 5-point rating scale. 
Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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