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Narcissism—a personality style characterized by tendencies toward exploiting others, a general lack of empathy for others, a pervasive pattern of grandiosity, and an excessive need for admiration (American Psychiatric Association, 2000)—has numerous implications for sexual behavior (e.g., Baumeister, Catanese, & Wallace, 2002; Buss & Shackelford, 1997). Yet, due to the situation-specific nature of personality (see Mischel & Shoda, 1995), global assessments of narcissism, such as the frequently used Narcissistic Personality Inventory (NPI; Raskin & Terry, 1988), may be imprecise tools for assessing the extent to which the components of narcissism are active in the sexual domain and predict sexual behavior. In an effort to allow researchers to demonstrate more consistent links between narcissism and sexual behavior, Widman and McNulty (in press) developed the Sexual Narcissism Scale (SNS).
Description
The 20-item SNS assesses the extent to which self-centered, narcissistic personality traits are manifested in sexual situations. The SNS is comprised of four 5-item subscales: (a) Sexual Exploitation, (b) Sexual Entitlement, (c) Low Sexual Empathy, and (d) Sexual Skill. The Sexual Exploitation subscale assesses the ability and willingness to manipulate a person to gain sexual access. The Sexual Entitlement subscale assesses a sense of sexual entitlement and belief that the fulfillment of one’s sexual desires is a personal right. The Low Sexual Empathy subscale assesses a general lack of empathy and devaluation of sexual partners. The Sexual Skill subscale assesses a tendency to hold a grandiose sense of sexual skill or an exaggerated sense of sexual success. Items are rated on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). Two reverse-scored items are included to help control response sets. 

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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