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The Homophobia Scale (HS) was developed to assess the cognitive, affective, and behavioral components of homophobia.

Description

The HS consists of 25 statements to which respondents answer on a 5-point Likert scale of 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly disagree). The majority of the homophobia scales currently in use measure attitudes toward gay and lesbian individuals, what has been referred to as homonegativity, but do not capture the entire construct of homophobia. The inclusion of items that assess social avoidance and aggressive acting, in addition to the attitudinal items found on many homophobia measures, differentiates the HS from other scales.

The participants for the development and validation studies (N = 321 for the initial field trial and N = 122 for test-retest reliability) were students from a large Midwestern university. Their average age was 22.38 (SD = 4.12). The mean total score for the scale based on 145 participants was 32.04 (SD = 19.76). The mean score for the male participants (n = 47) was 41.38 (SD = 19.32). The mean score for the female participants (n = 98) was 27.56 (SD = 18.44). It is recommended that users of the scale conduct statistics on their samples to determine cut scores for high and low responding. 

The scale contains three factors that accounted for 68.69% of the scale’s variance. The first factor, Behavioral/Negative Affect, accounted for 40.88% of the scale’s variance and contained 10 items that assess primarily negative affect and avoidance behaviors. The mean score for Factor 1 = 10.79 (SD = 8.22). The second factor, Affect/Behavioral Aggressive, accounted for 23.05% of the scale’s variance and contained 10 items that assess primarily aggressive behavior and negative affect. The mean score for Factor 2 = 14.28 (SD = 12.51). The third factor, Cognitive Negativism, accounted for 4.77% of the scale’s variance and contained five items that assess negative attitudes and cognitions. The mean score for Factor 3 = 7.10 (SD = 4.84).

Additional material pertaining to this scale, including information about format, scoring, reliability, and validity is available in Fisher, Davis, Yarber, and Davis (2010).
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�Henry E. Adams died October 16, 2000. 








