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Group Travel Project

Purpose:  This assignment is intended to demonstrate how relatively simple, inexpensive, and interesting world travel actually can be.

Group Objective:  To provide some introductory practical and cultural information about a specific destination related to the course.
Time: At least 30 – 45 minutes

Content:  Each presentation should include the following:

· Orientation: Geography, climate, population, etc.

· Brief History: Politics, economy, religion, etc.

· Travel: Transportation cost and means, time of travel, lodging, visas, currency, exchange rate, immunizations, etc. 
· Total Cost: Provide a breakdown of costs for a week stay in the country.

· Cultural Customs: Language, greetings, dress, taboos, etc.

· Activities: Sights to see, festivals/holidays, etc.

· Sacred Music: Contexts, functions, instruments, examples, etc.

· Secular Music: Contexts, functions, instruments, examples, etc.

· Internet Websites: FIVE informative websites with an explanation of each.

· Recommended Resources: Books, recordings, addresses to contact, etc.

· Test Questions: Minimum of TEN potential test questions submitted to instructor

· Be prepared to answer questions in class.

Comment:
Although this project may look intimidating at first, it’s designed to be FUN as well as educational.  The idea is to get everyone interested in maybe one day traveling to the country you are assigned to present.  Be CREATIVE as well as informative.  You can bring in guest artists, show some slides, instruments, video, etc., make some local cuisine (always a good choice) or dress in the manner of the people from your assigned culture.  It’s up to you! Your peers will undoubtedly give you high marks (as will I) if you put forth some real effort into making an interesting and entertaining presentation.  Each group will have its own dynamic, but here are some suggestions to get you started:

· Brainstorm:  Get some ideas about the format and content of your presentation.

· Resources: Figure out where you’re going to get your information, i.e. books, travel agents, Internet, etc.

· Division of Labor: Assign each member of the group specific tasks, then each person has less to do.  Play to each person’s strengths.

· Synthesize: Get together after the research is done and work out how you’re going to present the material to the class.

· Rehearse: Finally, practice your entire presentation at least once to see how long it is, how it flows, and what’s missing or decide if you have too much info.  I will be more than happy to watch your rehearsal and offer suggestions.

· Test Questions:  Don’t forget to write out some test questions!  These will likely show up on the mid-term or final, so make them GOOD.  If they’re too easy or too hard, I’ll revise them.

We’ll devote some class time to preparing for the group projects.  I will plan to meet with each group a few days before their scheduled presentation, just to see how it’s going, assess individual effort, and to offer some suggestions.  Please feel free to consult with me at anytime during the semester for help with ideas or resources.  I’ll be happy to point you in the right direction.

Grading: (175 points total for each person)
Each individual and group will be graded according to the following criteria:

As Individuals (70 points – 40% of grade):

· Contribution: Based on individual contribution made to the group effort.

(20 points: 10 points from Group average, 10 points from Instructor)

· Cooperation: Based on ability to work within the group.

(20 points: 10 points from Group average, 10 points from Instructor) 

· Presentation: Based on performance during class presentation. 

(20 points: 10 points from Group average, 10 points from Instructor)

· Overall Individual Grades: Based on overall grade given by Group.

(10 points from Group average)

As a Group (105 points – 60% of grade):

· Organization: Based on preparation, utilization of resources, smoothness of presentation, and time considerations.  

(20 points: 10 points from Class average, 10 points from Instructor)

· Creativity:  Based on originality, use of examples, interaction with class. 

(20 points: 10 points from Class average, 10 points from Instructor)

· Effectiveness: Based on content, class comprehension, and clarity of ideas.  

(20 points: 10 points from Class average, 10 points from Instructor)

· Overall Group Grade: Based on overall grade given by Class and Instructor.

(20 points: 10 points from Class average, 10 points from Instructor.)

· Materials: Based on Internet sites, resources recommended (bibliography), test questions, and other materials submitted to Instructor.  (25 points)

